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Moyse’s Hall

to the Moyse’s Hall Museum  
Friends newsletter 

Moyse’s Hall Museum continues to try to raise its 
professional profile within the Arts and Culture sector. 

In the last year we have been working with major 
Museum Partners such as Norfolk Museum Service, the 
British, and the Victoria and Albert Museum. We have 
hosted and been entertained by historians of national 
renown in a combined Friends’ and Museum Lecture 
season, and achieved some major Arts Council funding.

The service can now meet the indemnity status of the 
British Museum and it is hoped this will enable us to be 
far more active in bringing loan items to our exhibitions 
programme, and increase the partnerships we currently 
have to engage with as wide an audience as possible. 

It is with excitement that we can say the upcoming year 
promises to be no quieter.
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Welcome to the Autumn Edition of the Friends Newsletter.  
The purchase, by the Friends, of the Lavenham find via 
the Portable Antiquities scheme has been on display for 
3 months, as part of the exhibition titled  ‘Lost Property – 
Private Loss to Public Gain’. It is an interesting piece and 
will remain on display after the exhibition closes. 
 
Since the AGM the committee has been actively organising 
our future programme including lectures. We begin 
on Monday 13th November with a lecture by Dr David 
Bramwell, broadcaster and author, who will present his 
lecture on Ghost Villages and Abandoned Settlements. 
 
The Friends showcase has been a useful addition to the 
Museum and a physical representation of our presence.  In 
recent months we have displayed (with text) a fan, holiday 
memorabilia (see right). The next display will be of clay 
pipes - as demonstrated in this vintage photograph below.  

We would like all members to be involved in selecting 
items or themes. This may be a piece that you know is 
in the collection, or may be a topic in which you have a 
particular interest. I therefore invite you to submit ideas to 
me. If you can suggest either an item or theme, we will 
endeavour to locate the exhibit and then ask you to write a 
short piece to accompany the display.  We hope in this way 
to involve the Friends in a more tangible way and reflect 
the broad interests and knowledge of members.   

Cliff Hind
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Egypt has been in the news more than usual for the past 
four years – for all the wrong reasons - but from press 
reports, the Cairo Museum appears to remain intact. 
Everyone has heard about the Pyramids, the Sphinx, the 
River Nile and the golden mask of Tutankhamen with all 
the treasures of his tomb - all these wonderful relics are 
in the Cairo Museum.

Even when I first went there in 1988, there were armed 
police on duty, checking visitors in the entrance hall. The 
main rooms were crammed with visitors from all parts 
of the world. After a struggle to get near, I managed 
to have a few minutes gazing at the beautiful treasures 
displayed in a large, free-standing case. It was definitely 
worth the struggle, but we didn’t get a chance to look at 
much else in the museum.

Since then, I’ve been twice more and each time, there 
has been the opportunity to look in more display cases 
of fascinating ‘finds’. All the wonderful things found in 
Tutankhamen’s tomb are truly magnificent, but I confess 
to having felt closer to Ancient Egypt when I came 
upon a case displaying natural small clay models of 
everyday life eg. Clay houses and people doing things like 
making pots, kneading dough or working in the fields. 
Unfortunately the museum shop didn’t have any little clay 
copies for sale.

I would like to visit Greece again, having been on a 
wonderful tour once in 1998. Of course, many parts 
of Greece are like huge outdoor museums anyway – 
beautiful preserved ruins of temples, amphitheatres, 
shrines – usually up steep hills and mountainsides. 
So there are stone steps, steps and more steps… The 
trouble is you have to come down again, which is a bit 
nerve-racking but worth the effort!

At Delphi, there was a small dusty museum on site 
displaying pottery, tools and lovely jewellery - all found in 
that area. In a small office there was one lady attendant 
– just the sort of job I’d like, I thought!

Epidaurus is another site with its own museum. The son 
of Apollo, Asclepios the healer, was worshipped at the 
temple here. The Asclepeion at Epidaurus was the most 
celebrated healing centre of the Classical world and the 
excellent museum displays pots, sculptures and medical 
instruments – many of which are recognisable today.

Marion Allen

The Theatre and Museum site at Delphi

Cairo Museum



mankind that we perhaps have been doing for centuries.
To further lend weight to the leash theory are two other 
factors. The first, a small piece of fabric still attached to the 
original metal. Secondly, and only made apparent to the 
Museum by the hard work of the finder, were a further two 
pieces, then still to come into the Museum’s ownership. 
One of these pieces bears an inscribed monogram of the 
letter ‘I’ or a Latinised ‘J’ - possible the pet’s initial?

The final question left us is who would have owned such a 
pampered pup? The moneyed name of 13th - 14th Century 
Lavenham is that of John De Vere and his family. This last 
supposition we may never know the answer to, but the 
Tulip motif could herald the start of an investigation.

Alex McWhirter
Heritage Officer
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The Friends of Moyse’s Hall Museum generously contributed 
to the collections of the Heritage Service in 2017 with the 
acquisition of two separately recorded pieces of treasure, 
essentially integral to one whole. The finds were made 
by a metal detectorist on two separate locations, but in 
the same finds spot in Lavenham. Furthermore, the two 
distinct finds share the Tulip motif, and fine cross-hatched 
engraving.

The precise nature of the object as a whole may always 
remain a mystery, and was loosely described by the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme as elaborate fittings to a ‘strap’ system. 
The hinged nature of part of the find implies unequivocally 
that whatever that strap system was, it required flexibility 
of motion. 

Obvious comparisons led the Museum staff to consider 
the possibility that it was perhaps the ornate decorative 
fittings to a book or even coffer, but it was the detectorist 
himself who proffered an alternative, and very plausible 
suggestion.

Based on their researching of the Portable Antiquities logged 
finds, the Metal Detector found this piece’s equivalent in a 
similarly complex find, but cast from copper alloy, instead 
of silver gilt. HESH-132E83, to quote its PAS Identification 
number, was too hinged and also has zoomorphic detail, 
but is described by the recording Archaeologists as a leash.

Whilst we rarely seek our coffers to be studded with 
decorative metal, and even rarer, our books, the leash theory 
gives this collection of objects a far more recognisable 
attribution. That of pet ownership, something that most 
of us will experience to a greater or lesser degree at some 
stage in our lives. We rarely take the opportunity, however, 
to consider our distant forebears doing the same thing. 

If questioned, many of us would recognise the prized value 
of a Greyhound to the Normans from their presence on the 
Bayeux Tapestry, one of a few breeds kept for their hunting 
abilities; the favoured pursuit of the Mediaeval aristocracy. 
Some of us may have heard the 13th Century tale of the 
tragically misunderstood Gelert, and his fate at his master’s 
hands. Fewer still may have fallen upon the apocryphal 
tale of the 14th Century Dog of Montargris, the third party 
survivor to a murder, and therefore the unsuccessful victim 
of the subsequent trial by combat. Whether fictional or not, 
mankind’s fond relationship to some animals goes back 
many centuries, beyond ownership for simply practical 
reasons.

If this were a leash it would be the Paris Hilton styled dog 
owner of the 13th/14th Century, who having completely 
accessorised themselves has turned to their pet. Even our 
household cat has a diamante collar (albeit plastic and not 
the writer’s doing!), but a quaintly recognisable trait in 
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Above and Right: details of the elaborate ‘strap’ system 
of the suggested dog leash
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Monday 13th November
 

The UK lost over 3,000 settlements in the last 
millennium to coastal erosion and plague, 
though most are little more than footnotes 
in history. In this personal and entertaining 
talk, BBC Radio presenter and writer Dr David 
Bramwell explores abandoned settlements 
that we can still visit or see in the UK, 
including drowned villages, lost islands, and 
those commandeered by the MOD. The talk 
culminates with the exploration of a unique 
place that should be abandoned but isn’t: 
Sealand, off the coast of Norfolk, which in 1967 
became an independent principality with its 
own flag, currency and piratical escapades! 

Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start .  Tickets £7 for Friends /£10 for others. Refreshments included

Sunday 19th November 

We often hear that St Edmund was the patron 
saint of England before St George, but just how 
and why did an East Anglian king become one 
of the most potent symbols of English national 
identity in the Middle Ages? Moving beyond 
the local significance of Edmund for Bury St 
Edmunds, for Suffolk and even for East Anglia, 
Francis Young shows that Edmund was a saint 
of national and even European importance. 
Suitable for ages 16+ 

Times: 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Tickets: £10 - discount (20%) available for We 
Love Bury St Edmunds Badge Holders, badges must 
be shown on the door
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November 25th - 26th + December 16th - 17th  

Pay a visit to see Father Christmas, tell him your wishes for Christmas, and have a photo taken by 
one of his friendly elves before he heads off for his busiest day of the year!
Children will receive a free gift and photo with Father Christmas.
Ticket includes free admission to the Museum for the paying child.

Times: 11am-1pm and 2pm-4pm (30 minute slots available between these times)

Tickets: £7 per child 

Sunday 10th + Tuesday 12th December  

Join the Victorian gentleman at Moyse’s Hall in 
Bury St. Edmunds for the Christmas reading of 
M.R.James stories. An ideal way to enter into 
the Christmas “spirit” the Victorian gentleman 
presents an afternoon reading of two of M.R. 
James’ classic tales of vengeful ghosts. Served 
up in the traditional way that Monty James read 
them.
Accompanied by a glass of port or a non-
alcoholic drink, with seasonal nibbles such as 
mince pies it is an opportunity to indulge in 
what the author himself described as a “pleasing 
terror”; these are tales which will have you 
looking over your shoulder as you walk along 
that tree lined dark lane: or should you not 
look?
Suitable for 18 years and over
Not for the nervous!

Date/Start:
Sunday 10th December 2.30pm
Tuesday 12th December 6.30pm

Tickets: £10

Booking for all events: Strongly advised 
call 01284 758000
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In 2014 a metal detector made a discovery which started 
Moyse’s Hall on a mission that, with fruition, is hoped 
will increase tourism to both the Museum and Bury St 
Edmunds itself. At little under 20cm, it could be quite 
easy to overlook the significance of the Drinkstone Aestal, 
or as we affectionately name it the ‘Edmund Jewel’

The ornate pieces of antiquity that make up the small 
collection of objects catalogued as ‘Aestals’ are still fairly 
mysterious in terms of their purpose. There are only six 
well known examples at the time of writing. The best 
known of these is called the Alfred Jewel, held within the 
Ashmolean’s collections, and inscribed with “Alfred had 
me made”. The assumption has always been that this is a 
reference to King Alfred (The Great, 849 - 899 AD).

It is believed that an Aestal, or more commonly termed, 
‘Pointer’, was the decorative end to a stick used for 
reading and following texts. Perhaps there are echos of 
Hebraic law shared with the Christianity of 9th Century 
England. Even today the Torah is read using a stick called 
a Yad to prevent dirt from the fingers defiling the text.
This attribution would suggest that the Drinkstone Aestal 
may have been the property of an individual within the 
early Christian Church of England, albeit an extremely 
wealthy individual. There is however, another possible 
owner.

Drinkstone shares a parish boundary with Bradfield St 
George and the Bradfields were long revered by the 
Abbey of St Edmundsbury - but to what purpose? 

 M  MOYSE’S 
HALL
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Member of the British Association of 
Friends of Museums

Who are the Friends
A group of people interested in
our heritage, and determined to
support Moyse’s Hall Museum in
Bury St. Edmunds, for the
education, interest and enjoyment
of people living in the Borough
and of visitors to the town.

What are their objectives?
The promotion, support, assistance 
and improvement of the museum 
and its collections, in particular 
horology, art, costume, local history 
and militaria.

What are the Classes of Membership and
annual subscription rates?
Individual Junior* £ 3.00
Individual Adult £ 7.50
Family member £ 15.00
(2 adults and up to 3 children attending 
together)
Corporate member  £20.00 minimum
*A junior is defined as a person under the age of
18 years.
Additional contributions gratefully accepted.

Members receive reductions on all friends 
lectures, a newsletter twice a year and can also 
gain free entry to West Stow.  

How can I join or renew my membership?

Complete the form on the adjacent page and 
send it to the Membership Secretary, with a 
cheque payable to The Friends of Moyse’s Hall 
Museum, with a stamped self-addressed 
envelope please.

Membership Application Form

I wish to join*/renew* membership of 
The Friends of Moyse’s Hall Museum.
*please delete as necessary

Class of Membership required………………….

Title and Surname………………………………..

Forename(s)…………………………………….... 

Address…………………………………………..…

…………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………. 

Post Code…………………………………………..

Telephone Number……………………………….

Email ………………………………………………

Date………………………………………………… 

If you pay Income Tax, please complete
the following : 

I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed subscription/donation and I 
confirm I will pay in this tax year an amount of Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the amount that all charities 
and Community Amateur Sports Clubs to which I give will reclaim 
on my gifts for this tax year (25p for each £1 given).
I understand that other taxes such as Council Tax and VAT do not 
qualify.

Signature………………………………………… 

Date………………………………………………. 

Please send to:

Mrs Alison Jay - Membership Secretary,
Friends of Moyse’s Hall Museum,
Swallows Barn, Low Street,
Oakley, Diss, Norfolk IP21 4AQ
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It was first suggested by the archaeologist Stanley 
West that this was the possible site of King Edmund’s 
residence. Certainly regal connections can be seen 
to this day with names like Kingshall Street existing. 
His suggestion was based upon the similarity of the 
unknown location of Edmund’s martyrdom, Haegelisden, 
first recounted in Abbot Fleury’s telling of the event 
in the 11th Century, and a field some centuries later 
being rented by the Abbey in the Bradfield area called 
Hellesden.

If we are to give credence to the suggestion that 
Bradfield was of importance to the King Edmund, and 
this 9th Century piece of treasure was found in close 
proximity to this area, then could there be a connection 
to the King himself? Given that the best known example 
of an Aestal is the Alfred Jewel, maybe we are looking 
at the regalia of the early modern kings of Britain - the 
forerunners of today’s Sceptre and Orb?

The purchase of this Aestal was a monumental effort in 
fundraising. At £27.5K, it is one of the most expensive 
items the Museum has attempted to acquire, certainly 
of recent times. That it was achieved entirely through 
external agents shows the resonance the ‘Edmund Jewel’ 
had with its funders.

Alex McWhirter
Heritage Officer



Sleeping Dragon sculpture on the Beowulf and Grendel Trail at West Stow
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... & finally ...

when you become a member of Moyse’s Hall Museum...

The Friends of Moyse’s Hall Museum can visit West Stow 
without charge, making the cost of membership even 
more worthwhile.
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Annual membership is only £7.50 for individuals or £15 
for families.

See Membership form.




